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I will respond to The Social Psychology of the World Religions and especially to Weber’s concept of religion as depicted in the summary. The article I will be using for this response is “God is now Trump’s Co-conspirator” by Paul Krugman.
According to Weber, religion makes the economy as well as the way people behave. As per Weber, the same way religion shapes people’s behavior is the same way behavior shapes the religious doctrines. As such, Weber believes that it is religion that defines the meaning of life. He asserts that religion is what provides the theodicy which is the way to deal with the suffering that life brings forth. He also argues that religion is what gives meaning to life and a man’s search for the meaning of life is the essence of the human condition. The manner in which Weber perceives religion is no different from the way we see it in our everyday lives.
In the article, the author argues that America is becoming less religious with time with more than a fifth claiming not to be affiliated to any religion. According to the article, the fact that Barr could make a speech that suggest that God is involved in Trump’s misdemeanors, then people have lacked respect for God and they do not even believe in existence of a supreme being whom they should worship through a religion. Basing on Weber’s sentiments on religion that it gives life meaning, shapes people’s behavior and shapes the economy, then the fact that Americans are becoming less religious indicates that they are living a meaningless life, their behaviors and actions are misguided and the economy is likely to be out of shape.
In references the Weber’s concept that religion plays a significant role in the formation of societies and cultures, Krugman (2019) suggests that America is becoming more secular. The author goes further to argue that the ungodliness of trump is the reason why the walls are closing in on him. The fact that he is ungodly and unreligious is the reason America doesn’t have a specific direction today. The fact that religion shapes behaviors, cultures and societies, short of it to the man in the highest office of the nation spells doom to the behavior and culture of his people. God being the fundamental feature of religion, the author asserts that since America is becoming more secular and falls short of fear of God as led by Trump, the outcome may be devastating.       
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